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 1.  
  

Meeting Open: 15:15pm 
 

Chair acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the different lands on which people are 

meeting today, and to paid respect to all the Elders past, present and emerging. 

  

   

 
 2.  
  

Attendance and Apologies  

  

  

Name  Shire / Council / Organisation  Method 

Members     

Cr Chris Mitchell Shire of Broome In person 

Cr Geoff Haerewa  President, Shire of Derby West Kimberley  In person 

Cr Malcolm Edwards  President, Shire of Halls Creek  Zoom 

Cr David Menzel  President, Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley  In person 

Observers     

Sam Mastrolembo  CEO, Shire of Broome  In person 

James Watt Director Corporate Services, Shire of Broome Zoom 

Peter McCumstie Deputy President, Shire of Derby West Kimberley Zoom 

Neil Hartley Director Strategic Business, SDWK  In person 

Phillip Cassell  CEO, Shire of Halls Creek  Zoom 

Cr Tony Chafer Deputy Shire President, SWEK Zoom 

Vernon Lawrence  CEO, Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley  In person 

Executive Support Team     

Paul Rosair   Principal, NAJA Business Consulting Services In person 

Michelle Mackenzie   Principal, Mira Consulting Zoom 

Jane Lewis   Principal, Redit Research In person 

Josh Turner NAJA Business Consulting Services In person 

Apologies     

Cr Desiree Male  President, Shire of Broome   

Amanda Dexter CEO, Shire of Derby West Kimberley  

Nick Kearns  Director of Planning / Community SWEK 
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Name  Shire / Council / Organisation  Method 

Guests   

Rob Cossart State Recovery Coordinator In Person 

Christine Comer Assistant Director WA and SA. National        

Emergency Management Agency 

 

 

In Person 

Glenn Mace 

 

Stuart Cowie 

Executive Director Service Delivery, Department of 

Communities 

SWICC, Department of Communities 

 

In Person 

 

 

  3.  
  

Disclosures, Conflicts and Declarations of Interest:  

  

 Financial Interest  / Impartiality 

Member  Item Number  Item  Nature of Interest  

Nil       

  
 

 

  
   
  

4.    Minutes of the last meeting  
 

Item for Decision 

Submitted by: Secretariat 

Attachment 1: Matters Arising and Outstanding Business 

 
  

Confirmation of Previous Minutes  

  

Resolution/s Action(s) / Budget Implications  

  

That the Minutes of the Kimberley 

Regional Group held on 17 February 

2023, as published and circulated, be 

confirmed as a true and accurate 

record of that meeting.  

 
 

  
See Attachment 1 – Matters Arising and  

Outstanding Business   
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Moved:  SDWK Responsible:  See Attachment  

Seconded:   SoB Due date:   As appropriate  

Carried:    4  / 0  

 

 Attachment 1 Matters Arising and Outstanding Business   
  

Date / 

Item  

Action / Progress  Responsible 

North West Defence Alliance (NWDA) Funding Request 

  

24/8/2022  

Item 11.4  

  

Action: The KRG approves, in principle, a contribution up to 
$40,000 from the KRG surplus for the 2022-23 financial year, 
towards the lobbying and advocacy efforts of the North West 
Defence Alliance, subject to the development of a formal budget 
to be considered by circular resolution.  
 
Status / Progress:  Cr  Haerewa to liaise with Secretariat 
 

 

Cr  Haerewa  and 

Secretariat 

Kimberley Regional Group Memorandum of Understanding 

  

21/6/2022  

Item 9.4  

  

  

Action: MOU to be finalised  

 

Status / Progress:  Executive Officer discussed with Secretariat 

and CEO’s. A final MOU to be tabled at April meeting. 

Governance arrangements to be discussed. 

 

 

Members and 

Executive Officer 

Resilience and Recovery 

 

18/02/2023 

Item 8 

 

Action: Executive Team to contact Rob Cossart, State Recovery 

Coordinator.  Look at opportunities to be involved with the review 

of DRFAWA. 

 

Status / Progress: The CEO SDWK has been liaising with the 

State Recovery Co-ordinator. The Commonwealth Review of 

DRFAWA, led by Andrew Colvin APM OAM, will determine the 

strengths and weaknesses of the current system to help bolster 

WA's resilience to hazards. It is expected to be completed by 2024. 

The KRG could consider submission into the review. 

 

 

Executive Officer 

and CEO SDWK 

Media Policy 

 

18/02/2023 

Item 10 

 

Action: The Executive Team to update the draft media and 

communications policy to with a modification to “Speaking on 

behalf of the Kimberley Regional Group” to include the 

Secretariat. 

 

Status / Progress: Resolved 

 

Executive Officer 
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Date / 

Item  

Action / Progress  Responsible 

KRG Website 

 

18/02/2023 

Item 11 

 

Action: Executive Team and Secretariat to negotiate a contract 

and purchase order with the chosen web developer. 

 

Status / Progress:  The website is in development. Content will 

need to be written for the site in partnership with the members, 

and approved by the KRG, before it goes live.   

 

 

Executive Team 

General Business 

 

18/02/2023 

 

 

Action: Insurance Costs: Executive Officer EO to discuss with 

CEO Broome and talk to Jonathan Seth, CEO LGIS regarding 

relief on Insurances as a result of impact of the floods. 

 

Status / Progress:    Jonathan Seth is no longer the CEO. 

Contact is being made with James Sheridan, the new CEO. 

 

 

Executive Officer 

 

18/02/2023 

 

 

Action: April meeting to be changed to a Perth venue. Executive 

Team to organise. 

 

Status / Progress:   

The Executive Team has secured the City of Perth for the 

meeting. 

 

 

Executive 

Assistant 

 

18/02/2023 

 

 

Action: Letter to be sent on behalf of the KRG to request that 

funding from the Lord Mayors Distress Relief Fung be directed to 

evacuation centres across the Kimberley.  

 

Status / Progress:  Correspondence was sent to the City of 

Perth.  Awaiting a response. 

 

 

Executive 

Assistant 
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Watching Brief 
 

Federal Grant Growing Regions Program - Information on program guidelines, eligibility criteria and 

the application process will be provided by the Commonwealth in due course. 

 

 

Minister McBain Kimberley Tour – await sitting dates for Parliament (in contact with Gabrielle Said) 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Act third round approx. Feb 2023.  EO spoke to Anthony Kannis, DG DPLH 

 

 

WA Development Index – response received from the Department of Local Government, Sport and 

Cultural Industries. Tabled in correspondence. 

 

 

Banned Drinkers register - The McGowan Government advised on the 2nd of March 2023 that it 

will introduce new legislation to parliament as soon as possible to strengthen the Banned Drinkers 

Register. It is anticipated that many of the recommendations made by the KRG will be addressed 

in this legislation.  

 

 

State government funding to address juvenile crime in the Kimberley – response received from the 

Department of Justice. Tabled in correspondence. The Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing 

Steering Committee is key to recommending funding partnerships with government for youth 

projects across the Kimberley. The KRG is an observer on this committee.  See correspondence. 

  

 

Resolved 

Media and Communications Policy and Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

Letters of congratulations to new State Ministers 

Audited statements circulated 

KRG meeting dates set and circulated 

Service Level Agreement  

Policy Position Papers 

Investment Prospectus 
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5.    Correspondence 
 

Item for Noting 

Submitted by: Secretariat 

 

Attachment 2: Correspondence In:      Dr Adam Tomison, Aboriginal Justice Transformation 

Attachment 3: Correspondence In:    Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team 

Attachment 4: Correspondence In:    WA Development Index 

Attachment 5: Correspondence In:    Online Composite Engineering 

Attachment 6: Correspondence Out: Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team 

 

 

 Note: Correspondence considered of an administrative nature, will not be tabled.  

Correspondence In  

Date  14/02/2023 

From  Adam Tomison, Director General Department of Justice 

Topic  Kimberley Juvenile Justice Strategy (KJJS)  

Attachment  2 

  

Date  27/03/2023 

From  Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team  

Topic  Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee 

Attachment  3 - also includes email attachments 

  

Date  27/02/2023 

From  Jennifer McGrath, Deputy Director General, DLGCI 

Topic  KRG Support for the WADI - Response 

Attachment  4 

  

Date 30/03/2023 

From Online Composite Engineering 

Topic New product release - Cementcrete Composite Blanket 

Attachment  5 

Correspondence Out  

Date  28/03/2023 

From  CR David Menzel, KRG Chair 

To Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team  

Topic  Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee 

Attachment  6 
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Resolution/s Action(s) / Budget Implications  

That the Correspondence be received and 

noted, and that the Executive Officer be 

directed on a response, if required.   

Nil 

Moved:  SoB Responsible:   Executive Support Team 

Seconded:   SWEK Due date:   As appropriate  

Carried:    4  / 0  
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Attachment 2 Correspondence In: Kimberley Juvenile Justice Strategy (KJJS) 

From Adam Tomison, Director General Department of Justice 14/02/2023 
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Attachment 3 Correspondence In: Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing 

Steering Committee  

From Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team 27/03/2023 

 

Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee 
External 

Inbox 

 
MHC Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing <kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au> 
 

 
 
 
 to paul@naja.com.au, me, MHC 

 
 

Morning Paul and Jane, 
  
We have been advised that you are providing secretarial support to the KRG. Apologies we 
previously sent correspondence to tlane@walga.asn.au.  Please find the correspondence below and 
related attachments.  Please do not hesitate to contact us via kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au if you have 
any questions. 
  
Kind Regards, 
  
Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team 

Mental Health Commission 
T: (08) 6553 0600 | E: kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au 
  
 Sent: Wednesday, 22 March 2023 7:32 AM 
To: tlane@walga.asn.au 
Cc: MHC Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing <kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee 
  
Good Morning, 
  
Following the Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee (KAYWSC) meeting held 
on the 9 March an endorsed KAYWSC – Communiqué has been released (please 
see Communiqué attached) for distribution to the Kimberley Regional Group and Kimberley Zone. 
  
Please note, the Communiqué will be published on the Mental Health Commission website, a link will 
be distributed once available.  Please also find attached correspondence from the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Steering Committee Co-Chairs inviting the Kimberley Regional Group to 
nominate the Chair or Deputy Chair of the Kimberley Regional Group to attend the KAYWSC as an 
observer. The next KAYWSC meeting will be held via MS teams in May 2023. To ensure the meeting 
invitation and meeting papers are sent to the delegate it would be greatly appreciated if you could 
confirm the name and contact details of the delegate. 
  
If you have any queries, please contact kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au 
 Kind Regards, 
  
Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing Team  Mental Health Commission 
T: (08) 6553 0600 | E: kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au 
 

mailto:tlane@walga.asn.au
mailto:kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au
mailto:kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au
mailto:tlane@walga.asn.au
mailto:kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au
mailto:kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au
mailto:kaywsc@mhc.wa.gov.au
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Attachment 4 Correspondence In: DLGCI response to KRG WADI support 

letter 
 

From Jennifer McGrath, Deputy Director General 27/01/2023 
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Attachment 5 Correspondence In: Online Composite Engineering 

Dear,  Paul Rosair 
WALGA, Kimberly Country Zone   
  
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce our NEW product release here in Australia and New 
Zealand,  
 
The Cementcrete Composite Blanket is a Concrete infused composite blanket that can be laid to fit 
almost any shape and location, then simply hydrate to harden, for a semi-permanent structure. It is 
really that simple    Cut, Laying, Overlap, and Hydration. No need for large equipment. That it!!    
 
The Cementcrete Composite Blanket comes in 2-meter-wide x 45-meter-long rolls in 6mm and 
10mm thick, and 1.2-meter-wide x 20-meter-long rolls for the 15mm thick. The Cementcrete Blanket 
is perfect for the control of any soil erosion caused by water or wind, control of weeds and 
vegetation, and is even fire and chemical resistant! Has multiple usages across Water Conservation, 
Roads, Rail, Agriculture, Electricity Utilities, Mine sites, Bunts, Dams and Drains and so much more. 
 
The use of our CEMENTCRETE COMOPSITE BLANKET, with an 90% reduction in CO2 , can 
reduce labour cost by up to 95%, Efficiency with up to 400SQM laydown a day, for two workers, is 
durable for up to 50 years, can be laid under water, 
and hydrated with any water supply, is Non-toxic, 
Harmless with no toxic content used in the 
manufacturing process. Is ASTM D8058, D8329, 
D6768, D4885, CTC & SGS TESTED  
 
Please contact me directly via my mobile 0497 952 
194, or via the contacts page at our web site 
onlinecompositeengineering.com.au  if you would 
like to find out more, or would like to know how this 
new CEMENTCRETE COMPOSITE BLANKET can 
work for you? 

  

Kind regards 

Allan Kingston 

Business Development 

Manager 

AUSTRALIA-NEW 

ZEALAND  

 

 MOB 0497 752 194 

  
email: allan.kingston@oncoeng.com.au 
Web: https://onlinecompositeengineering.com.au 
36 Cocos Drive 
Bibra Lake WA 6163 

  

mailto:allan.kingston@oncoeng.com.au
https://onlinecompositeengineering.com.au/
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Attachment 6 Correspondence Out: Kimberley Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing 

Steering Committee  

From KRG Chair, Cr David Menzel 28/03/2023 
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6.  Financial Report 
 

Item for Decision 

 
Submitted by: Vernon Lawrence, KRG Secretariat and Felicity Heading 

 

Attachment 7: Kimberley Regional Group Interim Financial Report to 28 February 2023 

 

 

Purpose 

To update the KRG members on the financial position of the Group. 

 

Summary 
 

This report presents the Kimberley Regional Group Interim Financial Activity Statement for the period 

ended 28 February 2023. The report recommends that the Kimberley Regional Group (KRG) receives 

the Financial Activity Statement. 

 

Details 
 

Background 

Previous Considerations 

Nil for the current financial year. 

 

The last budget adopted by the KRG was for the 2021/22 financial year. Due to a change in Consultant 

to the KRG and the change of the Secretariat from the Shire of Broome to the Shire of Wyndham East 

Kimberley an annual budget was not adopted prior to the start of the current financial year. The budget 

for the current year is the subject of a report to this meeting. The Annual Budget presented for the 

2022/23 financial year is a balanced budget. 

 

The Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley took over the secretariat effectively from 1 July 2022. At this 

date the Shire became responsible for the operating expenses of the KRG. The funds of the KRG 

were transferred to the Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley after the financial audit was complete. 

 

Comment 

The Financial Activity Statement presents a current surplus position of $228,072 and this is before 

invoices for the 2022/23 have been issued. 

 

Executive and Administrative consultancy invoices have been received to January 2023 and indicate 

that services will be delivered within budget at year end. Invoices for the current years contribution 

from the member Shires will be sent out after the approval of the Annual Budget. Reimbursements for 

expenditures incurred will also be sent out to the individual Shires after the approval of the Annual 

Budget. 
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Consultation 
Nil. 

 

Statutory Environment 
Local Government Act 1995 

 

 

Financial Implications 
 

As at the 30 June 2022 the Kimberley Regional Group cash balance carried forward to the new 

financial year was $289,435. 

 

The Kimberley Regional Group budget was put forward to this meeting as a balanced budget with the 

opening cash balance of $298,435. As no invoicing for contributions has been done and no 

reimbursements have been refunded the year-to-date actual budget deficit is $70,363. The total 

Kimberley Regional Group cash balance at 28 February 2023 is $228,072. 

 

Strategic Implications 
 

Governance Goal – A collaborative group demonstrating strong regional governance: 

• Effective governance protocols and systems for business efficiency and improved services 

through collaboration. Secure funding for regional initiatives. 

 

Voting Requirements 
Absolute Majority 

 

 

Resolution/s Action(s) / Budget Implications  

 That the Kimberley Regional Group 

notes the Interim Financial Report to 28 

February 2023, the $70,363 year to date 

budget deficit, and the overall $228,072 

surplus position 

  
 Nil 

Moved:  SDWK Responsible:   

Seconded:   SHC Due date:    

Carried:     4 / 0  
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Attachment 7 Kimberley Regional Group Interim Financial Report to 28 

February 2023 
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7.  Adoption of KRG Annual Budget 2022/23 
 
Item for Decision 
 
Submitted by: Vernon Lawrence, KRG Secretariat and Felicity Heading 

 

Attachment 8: Kimberley Regional Group Annual Budget 2022/23 

 

 

Summary 
This report presents the proposed 2022/23 Kimberley Zone of WALGA and Kimberley Regional Group 

Annual Budget for approval. 

 

Background 
 

Previous Considerations 

At the 21 June 2022 KRG meeting the following motion was passed.  

KIMBERLEY REGIONAL GROUP REPORT RECOMMENDATION 

Minute No. KRG/0622/007 

Moved: Cr David Menzel 

Seconded: Cr Chris Mitchell 

That the Kimberley Regional Group: 

1. Approves the deferment of the 2022/23 Kimberley Regional Group Annual Budget 

due to the imminent appointment of a new consultant. 

2. Notes the budget will be circulated out of session for approval. 

CARRIED 

 

The Secretariat has belatedly prepared a Draft Kimberley Regional Group (KRG) 2022/23 Annual 

Budget which outlines proposed income and expenditure and indicates a balanced budget for the year 

ending June 30, 2023. 

 

In considering the Draft KRG 2022/23 Annual Budget members should note the estimated budgeted 

$289,435 overall surplus from the 2022/23 financial year. It is for members consideration to allocate 

the surplus funds to projects and / or reduce the required member contribution in 2023/24. 

 

Comment 
The Draft 2022/23 Annual Budget (Attachment 8) has been developed with regard to historical 

expenditure while also considering changes in KRG priorities, service delivery methods and increases 

in local government CPI.  

 

The budget takes into account the appointment of a new consultant, NAJA, that will undertake the 

administrative functions of the Kimberley Regional Group and the Zone. The contract has been 

awarded for two years and the costs for the 2022/23 are estimated to be $116,147 excluding GST 

annually. As NAJA commenced part way through the financial year the full amount has been budgeted 

for as well as reimbursable expenses as ATEA Consulting continued to provide services into the new 

financial year for which they have been reimbursed.  
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Meeting expenses and corresponding income have been estimated to be in line with previous years 

adjusted for CPI where appropriate. These costs include the hire of meeting space where necessary, 

catering and other incidental costs. A separate line item has been included for the Canberra 

Delegation trips. 

 

A review of the priorities of the KRG was performed and most items are advocacy based and do not 

require funding beyond the resourcing of the Executive Officer position. Given the groups advocacy 

role no funding has been allocated to project delivery in the 2022/23 budget. This may change once 

the KRG has reviewed the past project initiatives and a budget adjustment can be made at the 

appropriate time.  

 

A new item that has been included is a contribution to the North West Defence Alliance Incorporated 

(NDWA). This amount is $40,000 and is substantially to fund the appointment of a consultant and fund 

the advocacy initiatives of the NDWA. 

 

Operating expenditure for the 2022/23 Draft Annual Budget totals $185,700. Member contributions 

have been set at to $45,000 to cover operating costs, however members may consider further 

reducing this commitment given the expected $298,435 end of year overall surplus for 2022/23. 

 

Consultation 
Nil. 

 

Statutory Environment  
Local Government Act 1995 

 

Financial Implications 
The budget is the primary financial plan for the 2022/23 financial year. The intention is that the budget 

will be balanced such that all expenditures are matched by revenues. The budget is presented as a 

balanced budget. A WALGA preferred auditor will be engaged to prepare the independent Annual 

Audit for the Kimberley Zone Secretariat and Kimberley Regional Group for the year ending 30 June 

2023. 

 

Strategic Implications 
Governance Goal – A collaborative group demonstrating strong regional governance: 

• Effective governance protocols and systems for business efficiency and improved services 

through collaboration 

• Secure funding for regional initiatives 

• Recognition of Kimberley Local Government issues and opportunities 

• Alignment and integration of regional and local priorities for member Councils 
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Voting Requirements 
Absolute Majority 

 

 

Resolution/s Action(s) / Budget Implications  

 That the Kimberley Regional Group 

endorse the 2022/23 Kimberley Regional 

Group Annual Budget as attached. 

 

  
 Nil 

Moved:  SDWK Responsible:   

Seconded:   SoB Due date:    

Carried:    4  / 0  

 

 

Attachment 8 Kimberley Regional Group Budget 2022/23 
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8. Formal Presentations 
 
Submitted by: Executive Officer 
 

 

Purpose 

To receive presentations from key stakeholders. 
 
 

Background:  
 

In accordance with the priorities of the KRG, stakeholders have been secured to present and discuss 

relevant topics with the members.  

 

Details:  
 

 Time  Name  Position Topics for discussion 

TBA Basil Zempilas Lord Mayor, City of Perth Lord Mayor’s Disaster 

Relief Fund 

2:45 Rob Cossart State Recovery Coordinator Recovery 

3:15 Christine Comer Assistant Director WA and SA. National 

Emergency Management Agency 
Recovery 

3.40 

 

Stuart Cowie  

 

 

 
Glen Mace 

Executive Director Emergency Relief and 

Support, Department of Communities  

 

Executive Director Service Delivery, 

Department of Communities  

Recovery 

 

 
 
 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

Resolution/s(s) 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

For information only 
 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate   Facilitate 

Partner       Fund 

Promote      Monitor 

 



Kimberley Regional Group: Minutes 13th April 2023 

  

35 | P a g e  

  

 

9. Around the Grounds 
 

Matter for Discussion – Outcome of the Canberra meetings 

 
Submitted by: Secretariat 

 

 

Purpose: 

This session provides an opportunity for members to discuss the meetings held in Canberra and the 

next steps that they would like to pursue.  

 

In Summary: 

 
• KRG members and delegates attended a series of meetings over three days in Canberra with 

Federal politicians and senior bureaucrats. This included meetings with five Ministers and the 
leader of the Opposition.  

• The Investment Prospectus and Policy Positions were tabled at the meetings and were well 
received. 

• Alfred Nagaiya, the Senior Economic Development Officer at the Shire of Wyndham East 

Kimberley, was instrumental in working with the Executive Officer to develop the itinerary. Letters 

have been drafted thanking people for meeting with the KRG and reinforcing key advocacy points.  

• Through discussions it came to our attention that funding for the Tanami Road has been deferred. 
A letter has been drafted from the KRG requesting that this funding is reinstated given the impact 
of the recent Kimberley floods on the road network and supply chain resilience. 

• The following is a list of the meetings held and key issues raised; 
 

Canberra Visit Meetings 

 

Meeting with 

 

Issues discussed 

 

Monday, 27th March 2023 

 

NEMA – Coordinator-General; 

Deputy Coordinator-General; 

Assistant Coordinator-General 

 

 

Disaster recovery funding: Issues with DRFAWA, particularly with 

timely disbursement of payments for work completed. 

Coordinator-General to discuss our concerns with DFES 

 

Opposition members, including 

Peter Dutton 

 

 

General discussion with experiences of Shires that have had the 

CDC abolished by the Albanese Government 

 

Chief of Staff of Dr Anne Aly, 

Minister for Early Childhood 

Education 

 

Discussed the dire need to address housing (particularly 

affordable housing) for childcare workers. SWEK provided a letter 

from their main childcare provider that outlined that the centre is 

likely to run out of funds within 4-6 months and will then shut 

down. 
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Two Senior Advisors to the 

Prime Minister 

Raised a number of issues across many portfolios including 

childcare, local government sustainability, Tanami Rd funding 

deferral. 

Tuesday, 28th March 

 

Meeting with 

 

Issues discussed 

 

 

Senator Dean Smith 

 

Many issues raised, including sustainability of local governments, 

disaster recovery, Tanami Rd funding deferral. 

 

 

Kristy McBain, Minister for 

Regional Development, Local 

Government and the 

Territories 

 

 

Discussions on local government sustainability, Tanami Rd 

funding deferral, DRFAWA payments issues, etc 

 

Senator Bridget Mackenzie 

 

Issues discussed included Tanami Rd funding deferral, CDC, 

regional infrastructure, disaster recovery. 

 

 

Senator Linda Reynolds 

 

General discussions on CDC, local government sustainability. 

 

 

Amanda Rishworth, Minister 

for Social Services 

 

 

CDC removal and issues being experienced (youth crime, anti-

social behaviour, etc).  

 

Julien Leesa, Shadow Minister 

Indigenous Affairs 

 

 

Indigenous issues including CDC withdrawal impacts. 

 

 

Nola Merino, Member for 

Forrest 

 

General discussions on local government sustainability, CDC 

impacts. 

 

 

Senator Matt O’Sullivan 

 

General discussions on local government sustainability, CDC 

impacts, local government sustainability 

 

Wednesday, 29th March 

 

Linda Burney, Minister for 

Indigenous Australians 

 

 

Discussions on The Voice, issues after withdrawal of CDC 

 

Madeleine King, Minister for 

Resources; Minister for 

Northern Australia 

 

Disaster Recovery briefing, sustainability of local governments, 

issues with payments under DRFAWA, etc 
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Senator Murray Watt, Minister 

for Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Forestry; Minister for 

Emergency Management 

 

Brendan Moon, Coordinator-

General, NEMA 

 

 

Issues around payments under DRFAWA. Mr Moon advised he 

has discussed with DFES our concerns. Will be discussing further 

with DFES. Delegation briefed Minister on recovery efforts in the 

Kimberley. 

 

 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

Resolution/s(s) 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

For Information only 

 

Nil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 



Kimberley Regional Group: Minutes 13th April 2023 

  

38 | P a g e  

  

10. KRG MOU and Governance Arrangements 
 

Item for Decision  
Submitted by: KRG Executive Team 

 
Attachment 9:     KRG Draft MOU 

Attachment 10:   KRG Governance Agreement (separately attached) 

Attachment 11:   KRG Governance Manual (separately attached) 

 

 

Purpose 

That the governance arrangements for the Kimberley Regional Group are clear and fit for purpose. 

In summary  

The Kimberley Regional Group Governance Agreement was developed when the KRG was 

established. This forty-page document with five attachments was reviewed in 2021. It is the 

secretariat’s understanding that the review recommendations have not been ratified. This Agreement 

is attached. 

Complementing this Agreement is a Kimberley Regional Group Governance Manual. It is the 

secretariat’s understanding that this governance manual has not been ratified and is a draft. 

These documents outline important governance arrangements for the KRG such as the appointment 

of delegates, voting rights, meeting procedures and the role of the host shire. 

• A review of these documents found that whilst acknowledging that the KRG is not a separate 

legal entity they are written as if the Kimberley Regional Group were a local government 

constituted under the Local Government Act.  

• It is our understanding that these documents were developed when the KRG was looking at a 

project delivery type model where the KRG would drive key regional projects. The focus of the 

KRG has been more around collaboration, advocacy and engagement rather than project 

management. 

• As an interim measure, it is recommended that the KRG sign a MOU that outlines the spirit of 

co-operation and collaboration on Kimberley wide issues, which references the Governance 

Agreement so that governance protocols are clear.  

• Also, it is recommended that prior to creating a suite of new governance documents that the 

KRG discuss how it would like to be constituted, and task the secretariat to develop an options 

paper to look at the pros and cons of potential governance arrangements prior to investing 

time in updating or developing new governance documents. 

 

Background: 

As above.  
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Details:  
 

A simple MOU has been prepared which out outlines the vision, mission, objectives and shared values 

and principles of the Kimberley Regional Group and aims to capture the spirit of collaboration and co-

operation between KRG members. This MOU references the current Governance Agreement which 

outlines important governance arrangements for the KRG such as the appointment of delegates, 

voting rights, meeting procedure and the role of the host shire. 

 

Clear governance arrangements are critical to the successful operation of the KRG, and for members 

and key stakeholders to understand the KRG’s purpose and function. Potential governance models 

for the KRG could include: 

1. A voluntary regional organization of councils; 

2. A regional local government constituted under the Local Government Act WA, with the roles, 

responsibilities and reporting requirements of a local government  

3. An incorporated Association, with a constitution outlining the roles and functions of the KRG and 

reporting requirements. 

The secretariat is seeking direction from the KRG on how it would like to be constituted prior to 

spending time on updating the current government agreement and governance manual. 

To inform this discussion, the secretariat is seeking direction on whether an options paper to look at 

the pros and cons of potential governance arrangements would be useful to inform a decision by the 

KRG.   

Risk: 

Governance - without clear governance arrangements the functioning of the group has the potential 

to lack clarity and consistency.  

Reputational – lack of clarity by members and stakeholders on the governance of the KRG. 
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Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 
 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

Resolution/s(s) 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG  

1. Ratifty the draft MOU and 

recommend this to member 

Councils for signing; and 

2. Task the secretariat to develop a 

simple options paper on potential 

governance arrangements for the 

KRG. 

 

MOU to be sent for signing.  

Moved: SDWK Responsible:  

Seconded:  SoB Due date:  As required 

Carried: 4/0   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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Attachment 9 KRG Draft MOU 
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11. Kimberley Regional Group Workshop Report and 
Action List 
             

Item for Noting  
Submitted by: KRG Executive Team 

 

Attachment 12: Report from the KRG November Workshop (separately attached) 

Attachment 13: Workshop Priority Action List (separately attached) 
 

 

Purpose 

To agree on the priority actions for the KRG over the next twelve months.  

In summary  

• In November 2023 the Kimberley Regional Group held a workshop to discuss key priorities. 

The Workshop Report is presented to the KRG for noting. 

• At the February 2023 meeting the KRG noted a draft action plan which was developed from 

the workshop.  

• Over the last six months the executive team has focused on administrative and internal 

arrangements along with future planning. 

• The executive team will use the action plan to guide its focus over the next 6 to 12 months, 

and with feedback from the KRG. 

• Reviewing the action list, it would be useful for the KRG to discuss the actions they would 

like progressed over the next six months in the priority areas of housing; community safety 

and crime prevention; government services; juvenile justice; management of alcohol and 

other drugs; and prosperous diverse economy. 

• It must be noted that the priority actions do not preclude other activities from occurring, in 

particular seizing opportunities as they arise.  

 

Background: 

• As above 

Details: 

• As above 

Risk: 

• Operational - Without agreement on the priority work to be progressed by KRG members 

and the Executive Team opportunities may be missed. 
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Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 
 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

Resolution/s(s) 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the KRG; 

Notes the Workshop Report November 

2023 and the Priority Action List: and 

Confirms the priority focus areas and key 

actions that are to be progressed by the 

KRG over the next six months.  

 

 

Executive team to circulate the draft actions 

Moved: SWEK Responsible: Executive Team 

Seconded:  SDWK Due date:  As required 

Carried:  4/0   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performance 

Advocate    Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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12.  Executive Officer Report 
             

Item for Noting 
 
Submitted by: Executive Officer 
 
Attachment 14: EO Report February, March 2023 

 

 

Purpose: 

 

To update the KRG on the Executive Officer services provided for the period February 2023 – March 

2023 inclusive. 

 

Background: 

 

The attached report provides information about the services provided, activities undertaken and time 

allocation over the past two months.   

 

Details: 

As in included attachment. 

 

Risk:  

Nil 

 

 

Link to Key Pillar/s and Strategies: 

 

 

Budget Implications 

 

 

 

 

 

As per 2022/23 approved KRG budget.  

Agreed additional budget items: 

Prospectus Development and DTP 

Budget $6,600 (Incl GST)  

Actual $6,385.50 (Incl GST) 

Plus, Printing $1,038.40 (Incl GST) 

Position Papers Development and DTP 

Budget $5,500 (Incl GST) and Incl Printing 

Actual $4,705.57 ((Incl GST) 

Budget 

 

Resolution/s(s) 

 

 

Action(s) 

 

That the Executive Officers Report be 

received and endorsed 

 

 

As per Outstanding Actions 

People 

Place 

Prosperity 

Performanc

e 

Advocate     Facilitate 

Partner        Fund 

Promote      Monitor 
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Moved: SoB Responsible: Executive Officer 

Seconded:  SDWK Due date:  As required 

Carried:  4/)   

  

 Attachment 14:  EO Report – February to March 2023 
 

Project Work / Activity 

Refer to business arising and KRG action lists for all activities the Executive is working on. 

Project / Activity Status Item  

Administrative Matters and 

Meetings 

Continuing - 

Website  Contract issued and development 

commenced. 

General 

Business 

Investment Prospectus Revised and added new projects to the 

Investment Prospectus and desktop 

published and printed copies for distribution 

to members and stakeholders.  

12 

Position Papers Finalised and published  12 

Canberra Visit Travelled to Canberra with group members 

to attend advocacy meetings 

9 

KRG MOU and Governance Developed draft MOU, awaiting instruction 

on governance document 

10 

Banned Drinkers Register Now a watching brief. - 

Strategic Planning Revised and completed workshop report.  

5 Priority areas (plus Land Policy) were 

agreed. Executive is now seeking guidance 

and direction from group as to priority actions 

for the secretariat to focus its attention.  

11 
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Stakeholder Engagement 
 

Date  Stakeholders Purpose 

1/2/2023  Minister of Emergency Services Office Spoke to office to organise meeting and presentation to 

Group. 

3/2/2023 Phillip Cassell, CEO Shire of Halls Creek General KRG discussions.  

 

6/2/2023  Vernon Lawrence, KRG Secretary 

 

General KRG matters  

 

8/2/2023  Rob Cossart, State Emergency Services 

Coordinator. 

Update of Fitzroy Flood response and invitation to meet 

with group   

 

10/2/2023  Vernon Lawrence, KRG Secretary 

 

General KRG matters  

 

14/2/2023  

 

Nick Kearns, KRG Deputy Secretary  

  

 

KRG Secretariat Arrangements.  

 

16/2/2023  

 

 

Geoff Haerewa, KRG Deputy Chair 

  

 

KRG Secretariat Arrangements.  

 

17/2/2023 

 

KRG Members 

  

KRG and Kimberley Zone Zoom Meeting 

 

18/2/2023  

 

Alfred Nagaiya, Program Manager, SWEK 

  

 

KRG Prospectus and Canberra Itinerary.  

 

 

27/02/2023 

 

Emma Newman, Mayor of City of Perth 

Chief of Staff 

  

 
 

General Executive Officer intro, Lord Mayor Flood 

Response fund and potential COP venue for next 

meeting.  

 

28/2/2023 

 

Jessica Houston, Senior Policy Officer, 

Minister of Regional Development Office 

 

 

General discussion regarding KRG and invitation for 

Minister to present to group.   

 

9/3/2022 

 

 

Residential Lands and Housing Delivery 

Ministerial Oversight Committee 

(RLHDMOC)  

 

 

Attended on behalf of RCAWA but used the opportunity to 

update Ministers and DG’s on Fitzroy Flood response and 

associated Land and Housing issues.  

 

17/3/2023 

 

Chris Mitchell and Sam Mastrolembo  
  

Issues surrounding Auditor General Office  

 

19/03/2023 

 

Chair KRG  Informal catch up in Kununurra and update on KRG  

 

10/2/2023  Vernon Lawrence, KRG Secretary 

 

General KRG matters – April agenda setting  
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Date  Stakeholders Purpose 

 

20/2/2023  

 

Nick Kearns, KRG Deputy Secretary  

  

 

KRG Secretariat Arrangements.  

 

 

26/3/2023 – 

30/3/2023 

 

 

Federal Parliament KRG Visit  

 

 

Accompanied members to Parliament House for advocacy 

meetings with Ministers, Politicians and Public Servants.  

See Around the grounds Agenda item for further details.   

 

 

31/03/2023 

 

Malcolm Edwards, and Jackie Parker SHC 

 

 

Hosted Malcolm and Jackie at Perth office 

 

 

 

Time Allocation September 2022 – August 2023 

 
Total Yearly Contract: 864 Hours: Monthly from 8th of the month to 7th of the next month 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Paul              

………………Rosair 

Michelle 

Mackenzie 

Jane Lewis Joshua 

Turner 

 
Contract  Actual Contract Actual Contract  Actual Contract  Actua

l 

Sept 22 32 34 20 18 23 29 4 2 

Oct 22 32 22 20 8 23 24 4 1 

Nov 22 32 40 20 36 23 28 4 0 

Dec 22 10 12.5 10 26.25 10 1.5 2 0 

Jan 23 10 19 10 11 10 36 2 0 

Feb 23 32 15.5 20 9 23 25.5 4 0 

Mar 23 32 34 20 9.25 23 14.5 4 0 

Apr 23 32  20  23  4  

May 23 32  20  23  4  

June 23 32  20  23  4  

July 23 32  20  23  4  

Aug 23 32  20  23  4  

TOTALS  180/350 177/180 120/220 117.5/120 135/250 158.5/135 24/44 3/24 

 

OVERALL                CONTRACT: 459 / 864    ACTUALS:  456 / 459  
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13. General Business 
 
 

 

 

Item 

 

 

Responsible 

 

Actions Arising 

 

Website 

 

 

Executive Officer 

 

Executive Team to send link for 

members to provide feedback 

 

 

Auditor General Issues – KRG 

Position and recommended 

response.  

 

 

 

Executive Officer 

 

Executive Team to address 

with Secretariat and Shire of 

Broome 

 

Meeting Dates –August 

clashes with Broome events 

 

 

Executive Team 

 

Executive Team to change 

August meeting and possibly 

venue 

 

 

Tanami Road 

 

Executive Team and Chair 

 

Letter to be written to Minister 

regarding road funding 

commitment 

 

 

 

 

Date Time KRG 

15/6/2023 

 
 

9-12 noon 

 

KRG and Zone 

Meeting –          ZOOM 

 

16/8/2023 

To be changed 

 

1-5 pm              

then dinner 

 

KRG and Zone 

Meeting –        Halls Creek 

 

To coincide with 

the WALGA 

AGM – 4/10/23? 

 

 

 

TBD 
KRG and Zone Meeting – Metropolitan Venue TBD 

24/11/2023 

 

 

9-12 noon            

 

KRG and Zone 

Meeting – Zoom 
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 13. Meeting Closure: 4.00pm 

 


